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St. Joe’s Respirologists Diagnose and Treat Patients in China by
Videoconference, Educating over 9,000 Doctors across China
July 27, 2015 – Hamilton, ON – Videoconferencing allows groups of people located around the
world to communicate face-to-face. For the first time last week, videoconferencing has allowed
doctors and medical specialists in Hamilton to diagnose and treat patients located in China.
Four world-renowned experts from the Firestone Institute from Respiratory Health at St.
Joseph’s Healthcare Hamilton, including Drs. Paul O’Byrne, Martin Kolb, Andrew McIvor and
Gerard Cox, were invited to join in an international consultation meeting with over 1,200
participating hospitals and 9,000 doctors, students and researchers in China.
Our expert panel was able to use their expertise to help resolve two challenging patient cases,
providing education and training to the attendees participating in the session.
“The Firestone Institute for Respiratory Health located at St. Joe’s has a formal, collaborative
relationship with the Guangzhou Institute of Respiratory Diseases in China,” states Dr. Paul
O’Byrne, Director of the Firestone Institute for Respiratory Health and Distinguished University
Professor at McMaster University. “Because of our partnership, we were able to have a very
interesting discussion about how we arrive at diagnostics and how we select treatment
options.”
The interactive videoconference was sponsored by the Guangzhou Institute of Respiratory
Diseases as well as AstraZeneca China.
“This session served as a successful pilot for holding these types of international consultations
online,” says Dr. O’Byrne. “We hope to continue holding these sessions and interacting with
our Chinese colleagues in the future.”
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About St. Joseph’s Healthcare Hamilton
St. Joseph’s Healthcare Hamilton is a regional leader in patient-centred care providing acute care,
research, teaching, community and international outreach programs throughout our network. Since
being founded by the Sisters of St. Joseph in 1890, our hospitals span three specialized campuses in the
Greater Hamilton Area (Charlton Campus, West 5th Campus and King Street Campus), with St. Joseph’s
Villa Dundas providing long-term care and St. Joseph’s Home Care providing personalized home care
traversing the reach of our region. For more information about St. Joseph’s Healthcare Hamilton, please
visit www.stjoes.ca.

